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attano gari (Dhammapada, 160 & 3SO), /.*?., 'the Self is the Lord
of the Self, and its goal* is strongly reminiscent of the Upanish-
adic texts of earlier origin: 'all things are dear only for the
sake of the Self (Brhadaranyaka Upani?had, BU 2.4.5), 'Self
alone is truly dear* (BU? 1.4.8), etc. Upanishad establishes per*
feet identity between an individual soul and the Absolute (BU,
2.4.12-14 and 4.5.12-15).*

Sri Ramakrishna used to assert ('The Great Master* by
Swami Saradananda, Volume 1, p. 340) that 'there is no
difference between the faith founded by the Buddha and the
Vedic path of knowledge.*

Swami Vivekananda also described Buddhism as the true
successor of Vedantism and an opponent to the rigours of caste
and priesthood *Every one of Buddha's teachings is founded in
the Vedantas. He was one of the monks who wanted to bring
out the truths hidden in those books and in the forest monas-
teries' (Complete Works, Volume 2, p. 509).

Some Criticisms of the Buddha's Message

Three important criticisms have been made with regard to
the Buddha's message: (1) his disdain for metaphysics* (2)
elimination of the concept of personal God, and (3) over-
emphasis on celibacy and monkhood. The criticisms are not
fully justified, because in each case, the Buddha had fully
defended his position.

On the first issue, Radhakrishnan opines:

"The Buddha's dictate for metaphysics prevented him from
seeing that the partial truth (he had propagated) had a neces-
sary complement (metaphysics)....His dogmatic denunciation of

*The Buddha was however uncompromising on the essential principles,
and wanted to end the co-existence of the Vedanta with the Vedic
polytheism and ritualism. Shankaracharyya also tried this exercise,
though half-heartedly, and 'gave us a logical theism which, does not
slignt the intellect*.